
WHAT'S�THE�SECRET�GLUE

THAT�HOLDS�ROPE�TOGETHER?

Friction gives us a grip, which is why the soles of our shoes are important, so we don’t
slip around!  AND�THIS�IS�HOW�rope�fibres�STAY�TOGETHER!
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The thief�knot is more diÊcult to tie
than the reef knot but it almost looks the
same, which is why the thief knot can
trick someone.

See if you can follow the pictures to tie
yyour own thief knot.

 

First the�FIBRES....�

 

become�yarns....�

 

then�strands....�

 

then�rope!

 

FRICTION!�Friction happens when two surfaces touch each other. Rougher surfaces 
slow things down a lot and smooth surfaces don’t slow you down as much, which is why 
you slip on an icy road. 

did�you�know...

which�is�the�thief�knot�and�which�is�the�reef�knot?��Answ
er: A is the thief knot

And although you can’t see it, friction creates a lot of heat.�Try�rubbing�your�hands
together�and�see�if�you�can�feel�the�heat�that�friction�makes.

You can also go back to the video and

give the thief�knot�a�try!
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